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Ma Shi Chau Nature Trail
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The trail extends along the southeast shore of Ma Shi Chau for
about 1.5 km. It may take around 2 hours to complete the round
trip. Along the trail one can appreciate different geological features,
such as various sedimentary rocks, wave-cut platforms and folds.
The trail starts just past Yim Tin Tsai, at the tip of the tombolo.
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The conservation of the geosites
in Hong Kong is in our hands!
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® Permian Period
(About 280 million
years ago)

RockTypes:
® Mudstone
o Siltstone
® Sandstone
® Quartzite
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Features:
*Tombolo
® Shell beach
® Quartz veins

® Boudinage
structure

* Fold
® Fault
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How to get there
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Green Minibus No.20K

417 On foot

~30-40 7

Ma Shi Chau
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Sedimentary rocks at Ma Shi Chau
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Permian sedimentary rocks in Hong Kong are found mainly on the
southeast shore of Ma Shi Chau. The major rocks are mudstone,
siltstone and sandstone. Geologists have identified some fossils,
including plants and marine animals in the area, confirming that the

rocks are from the Permian Period, and indicating that the depositional
environment was influenced by changes in sea level.
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Sand and gravels gradually accumulated
over time from the action of wind and
waves under certain environmental
conditions, such as narrow strait, forming a
sand spit, which finally connected the
two islands.
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The rocks that are more resistant to
weathering and erosion are more easily
preserved.
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Deposition settings may be particularly rich
in some minerals. Given the right conditions,
these minerals will crystallize or agglomer-
ate into round or oval masses, known as
concretions. Because of varied resistance to
erosion, concretions often protrude from
weathered rock surfaces. They may also
come off, leaving dents in the rock.
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Plastic rocks will be bent to form fold when
they are subjected to pressure.
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The villagers of old Sam Mun Tsai were originally from Grass Island and
Ko Lau Wan in Sai Kung. They started fishing in the Plover Cove and
finally settled down in northeast of Pak Sha Tau Chau a century ago.
They were mainly Tankas, who lived on boats. Some villagers also built
wooden houses on shore. These simple shelters became the former
Sam Mun Tsai Village. To deal with a water shortage, the Government
built the Plover Cove Reservoir in the early 1960s and the villagers were
moved to Yim Tin Tsai, where became New Sam Mun Tsai Village.
Despite the decline of the fishing industry, the villagers put efforts into
preserving their culture and historical relics.
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Old Sam Mun Tsai
Village
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Sam Mun Tsai
New Village today
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