K Preface

L

3! FHRERT—BEHEAY  BELEENEARAE CAERMNAL > FE—X
ol FieBREM > ARBEFUBEXNAT - FF > FUBRELZIHH - EXZAN
B GRLATHEAETHRBR ST AE G FERNERRER > I ANE
EPRAWNKIAE JARE - 4R > KMPREANAYE - RPN ERE
HAEFMT > RRETU-—BRAFE - EEEASANEHE LA &HE R
- AR ERMRGEEEE > ERRAFLE > EwR 200 TRRZAR
EERXERGEATEALRELEE EE T R BRI -

ERAFAEMWERSY  FRRPDWERR TN - EEERRTFHNEG 27 R
T B RS > g B UEA A B ER » MR E R T 6,600 & XK -

FRL EATHARAKGAR > DRPHOIMERL S THRDEMRE
TERERNARAHT HHRERTRIAB T FEGHE - dk T 2> BRI
BethaaRTIRTREAETH  RERKRBEFFZR - WRES BRKF
HHAFARAERERM o

. & AR S

)
& Bl BREBRGHENREIE GEORREREEFRTHAERRL
‘\-{ i

vy B EES > D ENE AR EE SR L EAMREE > £ LGS
J BNE S HEE A ORI E R A A BT -

REFERBETHCHER AAREAMHMHEA —ORABABIRITE - £
BO[HEREITRE - ABZARELEATENE ERE—ARSREEE R
noOAEEAERAETERNATNREA - AERHKMALN L BB R
ERARBEAEGE  RBOREBMFEAET > BEAMERIRK > —RIWNE
HEE > STENERRENTE > RABELAEZK -

Tl RERFRAZARSOGHEENE —LFRF 22X  FEFPK -
REGRPHELSERATNLERANASE  RMLTREFARTE—ARH
THEHENRXEATHRE -

R R R

5 Ji6 2
—EENELAZH

i




Hong Kong is an international metropolis of skyscrapers and busy streets. On the outskirts of this bustling city,
however, there lies a great expanse of countryside with opulent bio-diversity and a rich natural environment.
This arcadia has a wealth of grand peaks and extraordinary rock formations. You will be amazed by islands
of all shapes and sizes, with their fascinating landforms and natural wonders created by rock, water and wind.
Nature’s exquisite craftsmanship is awe-inspiring. We can understand part of Hong Kong’s geological history
by observing fascinating rock groups that are geologically and geomorphologically unique, such as the Devil’s
Fist, the Kang Lau Shek sea stack, and the hexagonal columns found in Wong Chuk Kok Tsui, Tung Ping Chau
and High Island Reservoir in Sai Kung. When you stroll in the countryside, everywhere you look you can see
traces of time and weather on the rocks — marks of nature accumulated over millions of years.

Amongst all the rock groups in Hong Kong, Tung Ping Chau is the youngest, but even here, if we were to hold
a birthday party, the whole island would not be big enough for the 65 million candles.

There are many kinds of rock compositions. The sedimentary rocks of Tung Ping Chau, for instance, are
composed of siltstone and mudstone. Thanks to the brilliant craftsmanship of nature, they have been sculpted
into multifarious forms. Containing so much history of the Earth, rocks are indeed choice themes for nature
appreciation, recreation and sightseeing. They are also the best subjects for nature conservation, education
and scientific research.

For these reasons, the government is actively promoting geological conservation. As part of this effort, the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has launched many promotional activities for geographical
resources education. Examples include setting up Hong Kong landform exhibition zones in country park visitor
centres, providing more geographical information with interpretation plates along hiking trails, and publishing
books on these subjects jointly with geological experts.

Having majored in geography at university, [ have a special interest in and affinity towards rocks and landforms.
However, GeoBlog is not written only for geographers. It is presented to all countryside lovers who appreciate
Hong Kong’s rock formations and the unsophisticated charm of her countryside. As long as you are attracted
by the rocks and natural landscape around us, we hope you will join our conservation league by reading this
book. I welcome you to this blog, and welcome you to become friends of the country parks.

I would like to extend my gratitude to all colleagues, scholars, peers and friends who have taken part in the
writing and compilation of this book. Without your continuous support and commitment to preserving Hong
Kong's countryside, we would never have sustained this precious city oasis and natural gem.

Edward Yau Tang-wah
Secretary for the Environment
3 July 2008
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Ibeit small, Hong Kong is home to very exceptional geological environments.
AJn her territory you can find a wide variety of rocks that make up spectacular
terrain features of high conservation and appreciation value. Indeed, Hong Kong’s
countryside is bejeweled with enthralling geological relics and wonders.

Geography is a profound and specialised branch of knowledge. GeoBlog essays to
present it in an easy and friendly way with a selection of 40 interesting sites across
Hong Kong, so that readers can understand how these landforms and rocks came
about and the related geological history. By reading short yet stimulating geological
stories, readers can learn a great deal about natural sights that they often see in
Hong Kong.

The rock-watching destinations featured in this book are situated in different parts
of the territory. They include the ancient rock beds around Tolo Channel in the
Northeastern New Territories, the unique sedimentary rock formations of Tung Ping
Chau, Pat Sin Leng and Tiu Tang Lung that soar high into the sky, the giant hexagonal
rock columns of Southeast Sai Kung, the sheer crests of Sharp Peak and High Junk
Peak, the long sandy bays of Tai Long Wan, the sylvan peaks of the Central New
Territories, the broad plains, badlands and gullies in the west, and the miraculously-
sculpted rock formations on Hong Kong’s islands like Tung Lung Chau and Po Toi.
These magnificent peaks, plains, coasts, streams and strange rocks are products of
varied natural forces: volcanic eruption, crustal movement or weathering.

This book is presented in a novel “blog” format. With concise text, finely drawn illustrations
and captivating photographs, it gives a powerful showcase of diverse geographical
phenomena and transforms abstruse key points into comprehensible popular knowledge.
From now on, rock-watching can be a pleasurable pursuit for everyone.
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