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- often think a small territory like Hong Kong has little to offer, and it does
H I ke rS not take long to see all there is to see. But hiking should never be restricted
by boundaries, for all borders and barriers are purely self constraints. To really get to know
Hong Kong, our home, the first step is to abandon the misconception that it is too small to be
fascinating. The truth is, this barely noticeable speck on the map has enough substance to give
us a lifetime of pleasure.

Just because you have exerted yourself to climb the Pat Sin Leng range, with a photo taken
at Tsao Kau Fung or Hsien Ku Fung to prove, it does not mean you are a local travel expert.
Likewise, a cool encounter with Bride's Pool one hot summer weekend does not make you an
experienced hiker. Even if you have challenged the dizzying volcanic columns some hundred
metres above sea level and saw molten rocks dating back more than a hundred million years,
you may not have explored the boulder fields in Chi Ma Wan or Po Toi and spent your holidays
in the company of unusual rock formations.

Indeed, hiking has no bounds. While our planet has limited resources, including sightseeing
attractions, the pleasure of travel is infinite. Take Tai Long Wan in Sai Kung as an example. You
can enjoy the sun and sea on one visit, and admire the natural grandeur of its rugged headlands
on the next. In a matter of seconds, your thoughts travel from the ravishing sea swells to jagged
rock bluffs that brave the sea. As long as you are willing to invest time and use creativity, any
location can be an attraction.

Armed with Marco Polo’s travelogue, Columbus set sail and discovered America by pure
chance. The key lies not in profound professional knowledge, but rather in exploring spirit and
curiosity. Only a small territory, Hong Kong is nevertheless packed with natural sights and
wonders. One such fascinating element is the local rocks. Spectacular formations and colourful
gravels provide endless pleasure. One can spend one summer after another exploring them.

One fine weekend, a group of mates got together for a coastal excursion. They rode the
ferry and sailed past the narrow Tolo Channel. Along the coastline were the oldest rocks in Hong
Kong — vertical and zigzag shores — taking them back to a primitive domain some 400 million
years ago. This long voyage down the memory lane of geology weathered away all worries and
pressures of these urbanites. Their enduring friendship was firmly embedded in the great rocks.

The boat sailed on to Double Haven. It was an attraction amongst attractions. Not far
away is the Port Island. The series of sights around Tung Ping Chau are only a small sample
of Hong Kong's geological treasures. Yet they have lured numerous hikers who spend all their
leisure exploring the many wonders. Nearby, you can find another famous sight — Ma Shi



Chau, an island formed more than 200 million years ago. Lai Chi Chong at another side of
Tolo Channel showcases easily identifiable sedimentary composition. To see the immense
power of the universe, there is really no need to fly all the way to Victoria in Australia for the
Twelve Apostles.

This book presents 12 routes for studying landmarks. Together they represent a wide
cross section of Hong Kong terrain features. From the distant Chi Ma Wan to Tung Ping Chau.
Landmark Excursions takes you on an eye-opening journey. There are more to come, such as
stunning rock pillars near the High Island Reservoir east dam. They are neat arrays of hexagonal
molten rock. Standing witness to the infinite passage of time, these pillars are products of
planet Earth's natural forces. Understanding how these outlandish rocks came to being, you can
appreciate them from an alternative perspective on your next visit.




