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This was a new village built by fourth-generation

descendants of the Lai Chi Wo Wong clan, circa 1775.
Farming was the main livelihood.
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More than 100 years ago, villages in the New Territories large population. It also occupied a prime location. In L : I : 'm Note the safety warning signs at Geopark attractions

the past, the villagers made a living growing rice and

5 developed a strategy of forming rural alliances to protect

N S : ; . . ; vegetables.
A their interests. Friendly neighbouring villages worked in
3 concert and combined their resources to maintain law
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Established Siu Ying School, which
provided primary education to
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and order, drive the rural economy, provide education

and organise large-scale events more effectively. In the e Hildron o the Saven OMERHRETIES B0 KREHRAREEE Dot defane with grasiti demage or ke wayamyrode. -8
Sha Tau Kok area, 10 such rural alliances were formed, villages. MOFRS BRI EN o MELUE—EAEEE L * _"*‘_ _._ -
including the Hing Chun Alliance, which comprises 1970 EREBRISERNAESE - V)BT EEY 0

seven Hakka villages: Lai Chi Wo, Mui Tsz Lam, Kop The nUmber of houses ntlial GhiliNo washesietentin: Don't disturb or harm wildlife g\@ @

fung shui reasons. When the local population grew as the =

Tong, Siu Tan, Ngau Shi Wu, Sam A and So Lo Pun.
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This was the cradle of several Hing Chun Alliance

villages of the Tsang clan. Their ancestors migrated to
Mui Tsz Lam from Qingxi, Dongguan, in 1661. Plum
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trees were once widely grown in the village, and in the ) - = S ay e
ioite i nasa majori)?oducer o Chine?se LT The Fan clan moved to Kop Tong, at the foot of Tiu Tang L RELERAEREZARIMNAE 2T - FEREZE={ in order to prevent accidents
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New Yoer flower markets across Hand Kon Qianlong period, where they successfully farmed and st ( AOEE o HIREN B
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streams. The ponds in the flat lowlands on two sides are ; : 4
Shandong. It comprised three settlements: Ha Uk, San Wai and Lo Wai. itk b8 eierl aprod iciian by perFiissionianly

Lal Chl WO ideal habitats for frogs, as well as toads, which are often
The villagers farmed and fished for a living. It had a few dozen -

0 BWIew BBy P el S S el seen around the village; hence, the name Kop Tong.
k T households with several hundred villagers in its heyday.
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Lai Chi Wo is one of the oldest, most sizeable and best-preserved Hakka walled village in the Northeast New Territories. Dating back some 350 HE > M BERBERR BRERNARE  BEASKEAREN  DEWE - RWRA - TERS| K2 /
years, its heyday was in the 1950s, when nearly 1,000 villagers lived in more than 200 houses and farmed on numerous hill terraces. For BEREMR  AEBEEIMNETISENSHEES -

hundreds of years, the natural environment of the village and surrounding areas has been carefully protected. It is a scenic spot with a variety The Hing Chun Alliance Tai Ping Ching Chiu Festival is a decennial event organised by a preparatory committee comprising
of habitats. It was also the biggest and most populated of the seven alllance villages, and has the most extensive farmiand. In the past, the residents of the seven villages of the Alliance, usually scheduled after the autumn harvest. Taoist rituals are held to pray for
village was the hub of the Hing Chun Alliance and the centre for commerce, education and traditional festivities. From Lai Chi Wo, villagers blessings, to give thanks and make offerings to departed souls. For four days and five nights, Cantonese opera is staged in a large
gauldateess e oliersitviliadest ot Bun sz Eai, ssap Reig, S i tan, el SAE iand Sari ¥ bamboo theatre to entertain both the immortals and mortals. This rural spectacular attracts many tourists and many former
residents return from overseas to take part.
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ENCHCRRNE R - BAMREY - Py ;;Eg; i 51060 Lai Chi Wo is a hamlet at the foot of a hill. The local mAXHE  EREEREERAZREEN ARASBORAAEERER RRUENAR X - %9 REEHKNE SRR BREREERE AN AR - BANES
The children from all seven Hing Chun Alliance villages =R = A : ' EE' 1960 houses are arranged in three columns and nine HERERIL - R HENANRKERES RN REXER 2 e EMRBEAELE - #5 \EEARTEENEE
went to Siu Ying School. The original school building was RBERFHRNSEE - rows. Most of the houses have original features of ; L ; . HU=@EITUALD . SRIEEM - BERERM - ) . h "
later extended and was recently converted into the Siu iator idi Hakka architect SRt miEA IO VR ge: IR A es A It is an important source of freshwater for ER BREZNEREWAERTES -
G e 2SR Pt Bh b Tehs L Al s B Aa ArEiecure: interactive gallery arranged in four themes: The Iush Fung Shui Wood behind Lai Chi Wo Village Lai Chi Wo. In the past, it was where the
Ying Story Room. An exhibition of valuable historical well-preserved temples enshrining Guandi, the o . : ) o Lai Chi Wo is home to the biggest White-flowered
o ' herbal medicine, Hakka cuisine, wedding provides shelter from wind and rain and has an villagers fetched water to irrigate vegetable ; g T ;
materials, images and models reveals the bygone God of War, and the goddess Kwun Yam : ) ) Derris forest in Hong Kong. The giant vines look like
: 5 : : : 2 rituals and Hakka folk songs. It offers an abundance of natural resources. The Fung Shui Wall fields and wash their clothes, and where e :
heritage and traditional lifestyle of the seven Hing respectively. The Hip Tin Temple served as a A : : i : . dragons in flight. Along the coast are eight true
" : immersive experience of traditional Hakka around the village are connected to three main gateways: children swam and buffaloes kept
Chun Alliance villages. kindergarten during the 1960s. : : g 9 Vs mangrove species. The Mangroves support a wide
culture of the Hing Chun Alliance. the East Gate, West Gate and Cheung Sau Gate. They are themselves cool.

range of coastal wildlife species.

said to help accumulate wealth and ward off evil.
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Excursion route for the Hing Chun Alliance
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